
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

 Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: June 2, 2013 
Title: The PERSON of God - His name is JESUS  
Series: His Story; Our Story – Sermon 3 
Text: Acts 2:22-36 
Theme:  Jesus is the centerpiece of God’s redemptive Story to rescue His people from their sin 

and adopt them into His family so that their joy would be full. 
   
Introduction:  
Verse 36 is the “kicker.”  If we begin at the end, we will have a better means of understanding 
our text.  The entire “sermon” is about JESUS. 
 
“This text is the first recorded sermon of the early church. What was its emphasis?”1 
 
“The substance of Peter's sermon is beautiful Gospel. But for the Jews on that day this sermon 
was terrifying Law because they were the very ones who had crucified Him. Notice the 
progression in the words of address which Peter uses. In verse 14 he called them "Men of 
Judea." In verse 22 Peter calls them "Men of Israel," a term of respect, going back to the 
patriarchs. And then in verse 29 Peter calls them "Men and brethren." The Spirit who had just 
been poured onto the Apostles gave Peter courage and love to confront Jesus' enemies with the 
truth. Peter's sermon divides itself into two parts: a) in verses 22-28 he informs his hearers that 
the resurrection of Jesus was inevitable because it had been prophesied by David in Psalm 16, 
and, b) In verses 29-36 he informs his hearers that the exaltation of Jesus was bound to come 
because David had prophesied it in Psalm 110:1.”2 
 
“In this sermon, Peter will lay out the facts of the gospel; will establish that Jesus is now sitting 
on the throne of his father David; and will convict the Jews guilty of the murder of Jesus.”3 
 
“Jesus is the subject of Biblical preaching. It is not our story it is Jesus story that is most 
important. The gospel story is grounded in history not my experience, social reform or 
personal ethical power. The Death & Resurrection are at the heart of his story. It is about the 
Cross and Resurrection not our spiritual experience. The objective Death & Resurrection of 
Jesus is the point not our subjective experience of Jesus blessings. The resurrection is the corner 
stone of our faith. Without it, our faith is empty and our hope is a fantasy. The Cross and 
Resurrection are not self-explanatory. While we may agree on the historical authenticity of 
certain events, this does not mean that their meaning is transparent. The ancient creeds all 
agree that Jesus died for our sins. The fact that he died is a matter of historical record. That he 
died for our sins is the meaning of his death. Support for the story comes from authority 
sources accepted by the audience. The implication – Jesus is Lord and Messiah. Note the 
characteristics of this message – It focuses on Jesus not his follower’s experience of Jesus 
blessings. It focuses on His death and resurrection not His ethics. It focuses on His identity as 
Lord not His role as servant to our wants and needs.”4 
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The Storyline: 
 
“The overall thrust of Peter's argument in Acts 2:14-36 is to prove from the OT Scriptures, and 
experience (i.e., the apostle's), that Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead, appointed Lord 
and Christ, and as a result has poured out the Holy Spirit in fulfillment of the Father's promise 
(cf. Acts 1:4-5). Thus the sermon attempts to interpret the Pentecost phenomena Christo-
centrically, ultimately, in order to bring the people to repentance (2:37-41). The sermon can be 
broken down in three distinct sections, each moving the argument closer to the Christological 
conclusion in v. 36. First, in 2:14-21 Peter defends the Pentecost phenomena as a fulfillment of 
Joel's prophecy (cf. Joel 2:28-32; 3:1-5 in the MT). Then, in 2:22-32 he argues for the resurrection 
of Jesus the Nazarene as anticipated in Psalm 16:8-11. Finally, hard on the heels of his 
argument for the resurrection come his argument for the exaltation of Christ as foreseen in 
Psalm 110:1. The conclusion of the death, resurrection and exaltation of Jesus the Nazarene, is 
that God has appointed him both Lord and Christ (v. 36). Peter ends the sermon with a call to 
repentance in order that the crowd might receive the Spirit (vv. 37-41).”5 
 
Outline: 
 
“This particular division (i.e., Acts 2:14-41) within the larger unit of Peter's sermon breaks 
down into three basic parts. In vv. 14-24 Peter gives a brief historical/theological review 
regarding how Jesus was accredited by God, but delivered over to the religious leaders and 
Gentiles (cf. v. 23) to be crucified. In vv. 25-28 Peter quotes Psalm 16:8-11 to explain Jesus' 
resurrection. In vv. 29-32 he gives a brief explanation of how the psalm applies to the 
resurrection of Christ.”6 
 
“For Luke Jesus was not only the messenger of salvation but also its message. The message of 
salvation involves first, the person and then the work of Jesus. Information about the person 
and nature of Jesus is weaved throughout the Gospel.  Jesus’ message always has the cross in 
view. With the other Synoptic Luke relates that from Peter’s confession on Jesus spoke openly 
of the fact and necessity of his coming rejection, suffering, death, and resurrection ( 9:21-22 ). 
Jesus is the subject of the message of the early church. It is only through him that God can be 
known, sins forgiven, and salvation obtained; he is also the Lord, the head, of the church 
whom believers gladly obey. The apostolic message can also be summarized in Paul's words, 
‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved’ (16:31 ).”7 
 
Peter preached CHRIST CRUCIFIED.  You consider much of what muddles modern day 
Christianity and you wonder if we are actually preaching Christ crucified.  We have allowed 
the good to replace the best and we are distracted by mere trinkets.   
 
LET us consider now the text itself. 
 

I. JESUS is the GOSPEL (vv. 22-28) 
 
Peter draws their attention to JESUS THE NAZARENE.  Peter calls out three aspects of Jesus.  
 

A. His humanity (“the Nazarene” [v. 22]) 
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Peter gives them an historical bookmark as a means of establishing what they hold in 
common. 
 
“Hear these words (akousate tou logou toutou). Do it now (aorist tense). With unerring aim 
Peter has found the solution for the phenomena. He has found the key to God's work on 
this day in his words through Joel. As ye yourselves know (kaqw autoi oidate). Note autoi 
for emphasis. Peter calls the audience to witness that his statements are true concerning "Jesus 
the Nazarene." He wrought his miracles by the power of God in the midst of these very people 
here present.”8 
 

B. His Story (v. 23) 
 
What Peter tells them of the event is neither random nor unplanned.  Notice how God is the 
designer and initiator of the Story.  This moment has always been a part of His Story. 
 
“It was necessary to show the Jews that it was not through Christ's weakness or inability to 
defend himself that he was taken; nor was it through their malice merely that he was slain; for 
God had determined long before, from the foundation of the world, Re 13:8, to give his Son a 
sacrifice for sin; and the treachery of Judas, and the malice of the Jews were only the incidental 
means by which the great counsel of God was fulfilled: the counsel of God intending the 
sacrifice.”9 
 
Genesis 3:15 and 21 picture this truth of sacrifice.  The Story was written beforehand.  I do not 
believe the Story is unknown and being written by man, but rather BY GOD. 
 

C. His victory (vv. 24-28) 
 
The contrast between verses 23 and 24 is notable.  He was put to death, but God raised Him 
up. 
 
“Apparently this is the first public proclamation to others than believers of the fact of the 
Resurrection of Jesus. ‘At a time it was still possible to test the statement, to examine 
witnesses, to expose fraud, the Apostle openly proclaimed the Resurrection as a fact, needing 
no evidence, but known to his hearers’”10 
 
Two truths are emphasized. 
 

1. The power of God (v. 24) 
 
Why was it not possible for the Christ to remain in the grave and His body to encounter 
decay?  Because God designed us for JOY! 
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“If we take the words as commonly understood, they mean that it was impossible for the 
Prince of Life to be left in the empire of death: his resurrection, therefore, was a necessary 
consequence of his own Divine power.”11 
 
His sacrificial death, affirming burial and vindicating resurrection establishes the means 
whereby we can return to the Garden scene of Genesis 1 and 2 prior to the fall in Genesis 3.  
The reason why Joel 2 is being fulfilled is because of who Jesus is and what Jesus does. 
 
How incredible is this verse.  Life could not/would not remain dead.  He who is resurrected 
cannot remain entombed.  The idea that JESUS puts an end to the agony of death is 
astounding.  He removes from death its sting. 
 
The word “agony” can be used of childbirth (1 Thess. 5:3).  “Early Christian writers interpreted 
the Resurrection of Christ as a birth out of death.”12  Of the four times in the NT, twice it is 
translated “sorrow” (Matt. 24:8; Mark 13:8). 
 
“The LXX has ôdinas thanatou in Ps 18:4, but the Hebrew original means "snares" or "traps" or 
"cords" of death where sheol and death are personified as hunters laying snares for prey. How 
Peter or Luke came to use the old Greek word ôdinas (birth pangs) we do not know. Early 
Christian writers interpreted the Resurrection of Christ as a birth out of death. "Loosing" 
(lusas) suits better the notion of "snares" held a prisoner by death, but birth pangs do bring 
deliverance to the mother also.”13 
 
God in Trinity wins the victory He sets out to establish.  What God determined, He brings to 
pass.  God wins.  This is the Story of that triumph.  God's purpose from the beginning of time 
has been to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory for the joy of His people (Isa. 11:9; 
Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-9), and this is that. 
 
The evidence offered by Peter to prove this is that is the quoting of Psalm 16:8-11. 
 

2. The promise of God (vv. 25-28) 
 

a. The promise in Psalm 16:8-11 
 
What is amazing is the quoting of Psalm 16:8-11!  We believe God's purpose from the 
beginning of time has been to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory for the joy of His 

people (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-9).  This is what Peter believes the cross 
secured and is now being played out and experienced by those present. 
 
Every biblical author recognizes their joy is full when God is present.  He alone provides any 
sense of rest and peace for His people.  You cannot find happiness in any other program or 
place or person. 
 
Let us consider Psalm 16 in context. 
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First, Peter quotes the LXX verbatim in Acts 2:25-28.  This means Peter is quoting from a 
translation and not the “original” Hebrew text.  I have no desire to make this a big deal.  It 
does tell me that God does preserve the text in the abundance of translations.  We can with 
confidence rest in the accuracy of our translations as they reflect/contain the original text. 
 
Second, Peter assigns authorship of the Psalm to David.  Hence the Psalm can have a historical 
circumstance triggering the Psalm, but it is prophetic with eschatological 
application/fulfillment. 
 
Third, the structure of the Psalm can be broken down as follows: “1) The Lord is His Portion in 
Life (1-8) and 2) the Lord Will Preserve Him (9-11). Within this two part, overall structure we 
may say that vv. 1-2 constitute the introduction with a prayer and statement of faith; vv. 3-4 
communicate a contrast between those that maintain YHWH as their God and those that seek 
other gods; vv. 5-8 state the psalmist's trust and confidence in YHWH and vv. 9-11 speak of the 
greatness of YHWH's deliverance and preservation of the psalmist so that he might feel secure 
and continue to enjoy Him.”14 
 
Fourth, “The overall message can be summarized as follows: David is confident that YHWH 
will preserve him from an untimely death and instead grant him a rich full life because he has 
chosen YHWH as his portion and he knows that YHWH will not permit his "loyal one" to be 
overcome with calamity and death.”15 
 
Fifth, “There is no evidence, according to David Williams, that Psalm 16:10 ever received a 
messianic interpretation in the first century or earlier.”16  
 
Finally, what King David speaks of in type and shadow JESUS fulfills in antitype and 
substance.  Let us now consider Peter’s application of this Psalm as fulfilled in JESUS.  The 
principle stated in Psalm 16 is true.  In the presence of God He makes us full of gladness.  Jesus 
knows He is full of gladness in the presence of His Father.  This same joy is ours as His people 
in Him. 
 

• The presence of God (v. 25a) 

• The privilege of God (v. 25b) 

• The preservation of God (v. 25c) 
 
“We should not merely regard him as our help, but should at the same time give him the 
highest place in our affections.”17 
 

• The praise of God (v. 26) 
 

• The promise of God (v. 27) 
 
Here we have God’s promise to His Son/people.  Paul teaches us that His resurrection from 
the grave assures us of our resurrection from the grave. 
 



 

 

6 

• The pleasure of God (v. 28) 
 
“Literally, ‘with thy face,’ that is, in thy presence. The words countenance and presence mean 
the same thing; and denote favor, or the honor and happiness provided by being admitted to 
the presence of God. The prospect of the honor that would be bestowed on the Messiah was 
that which sustained him. And this proves that the person contemplated in the Psalm expected 
to be raised from the dead, and exalted to the presence of God. That expectation is now 
fulfilled; and the Messiah is now filled with joy in his exaltation to the throne of the universe. 
He has ‘ascended to his Father and our Father;’ he is ‘seated at the right hand of God;’ he has 
entered on that ‘joy which was set before him;’ he is ‘crowned with glory and honor;’ and all 
things are put under his feet.’”18 
 
In view of this, we may remark,  
  
(1) That the Messiah had full and confident expectation that he would rise from the dead. This 
Lord Jesus always evinced, and often declared it to his disciples.19  
  
(2) If the Savior rejoiced in view of the glories before him, we should also. We should 
anticipate with joy an everlasting dwelling in the presence of God, and the high honor of 
sitting ‘with him on his throne, as he overcame, and is set down with the Father on his 
throne.’20  
  
(3) The prospect of this should sustain us, as it did him, in the midst of persecution, calamity, 
and trials. They will soon be ended; and if we are his friends, we shall ‘overcome,’ as he did, 
and be admitted to ‘the fullness of joy’ above, and to the ‘right hand’ of God, where ‘are 
pleasures for evermore.’21 
 

b. The fulfillment in JESUS  (vv. 29-36) 
 

II. JESUS is the POINT (vv. 29-36) 
 

A. David’s declaration (vv. 29-31). 
 
“This passage of the Psalms Peter now proves could not relate to David, but must have 
reference to the Messiah.”22  Jesus as the son of David is the fulfillment of David’s hope. 
 
Peter’s application of this verse speaks of physical resurrection.  Every one present could go to 
the tomb of King David and fully verify that he was still there and he had not risen.  Every one 
present could equally go to the tomb of Jesus Christ and find it empty.  The city/region was 
abuzz with the chatter surrounding the disappearance of our Lord’s body. 
 
King David spoke of something future and according to Peter he knew of what he spoke. 
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B. Peter’s application (vv. 32-36). 
 

Verse 32 is Peter’s application of this idea.  Because we are within 50 days of His resurrection 
anyone with any evidence could have refuted Peter’s claim.  What David spoke of with hope, 
JESUS fulfills with certainty.   
 

“This Jesus (touton ton Iêsoun). Many of the name "Jesus," but he means the one already called 
"the Nazarene" (verse Ac 2:22) and foretold as the Messiah in Ps 16:1-11 and raised from the 
dead by God in proof that he is the Messiah (Ac 2:24,32), "this Jesus whom ye crucified" (verse 
Ac 2:36).  Other terms used of him in the Acts are the Messiah, verse Ac 2:31, the one whom 
God "anointed" (Ac 10:38), as in Joh 1:41, Jesus Christ (Ac 9:34).  In Ac 2:36 God made this 
Jesus Messiah, in Ac 3:20 the Messiah Jesus, in Ac 17:3 Jesus is the Messiah, in Ac 18:5 the 
Messiah is Jesus, in Ac 24:24 Christ Jesus. Whereof (hou). Or "of whom." Either makes sense 
and both are true. Peter claims the whole 120 as personal witnesses to the fact of the 
Resurrection of Jesus from the dead and they are all present as Peter calls them to witness on 
the point. In Galilee over 500 had seen the Risen Christ at one time (1Co 15:6) most of whom 
were still living when Paul wrote. Thus the direct evidence for the resurrection of Jesus piles 
up in cumulative force.”23 
 

Verse 33 is the application of the day’s events.  Peter draws a calculated application. 
 

“Peter quotes Ps 110:1 as proof. No passage in the O.T. is so constantly quoted as Messianic as 
this.”24 
 

• <<A Psalm of David.>> The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand Until I make 
Your enemies a footstool for Your feet." (Ps. 110:1) 

 

• 'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR 
ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET"'? (Matt. 22:44) 

 

• "David himself said in the Holy Spirit, 'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY 
RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET."' (Mark 12:36) 

 

• 42 "For David himself says in the book of Psalms, 'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT 
AT MY RIGHT HAND, 43 UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR 
YOUR FEET."' (Luke 20:42, 43) 

 

• 34 "For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says: 'THE LORD 
SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, 35 UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES 
A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET."' (Acts. 2:34, 35) 

 

• But to which of the angels has He ever said, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I 
MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET"? (Heb. 1:13) 

 

• waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR 
HIS FEET. (Heb. 10:13)  

(NAS95) 
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Peter’s usage of Psalm 110 assures his audience that Jesus has conquered and reigns and He 
has His enemies under His foot. 
 
“This is the grand conclusion [v. 36] which amounts to the profound contrast between how 
God and the Covenant people treated Jesus. The whole house of Israel means not only those 
Jews listening that day but Jews throughout NT history. This sentence still speaks to the Jews 
today. Yahweh has made Jesus Adon as prophesied in Psalm 110:1. And Yahweh has made 
Jesus Messiah, Christ, the one anointed with the Holy Spirit. This applies to Jesus' human 
nature. He was already God. It's like saying: ‘This Jesus, of all people, you, of all people, have 
crucified.’ The stinging rebuke comes right at the end. The Law always condemns. And these 
Jews needed some very hard Law to crush those stony hearts. They had vented all their fury 
and hatred on their Savior.”25 
 
“Beloved, the dying Christ has purchased for us our justification, but the risen Christ will see 
that we get it. The risen Christ has come to bring it to us, and herein we rest. Oh, that you 
would all rest in the finished work of Jesus on the cross, which is set forth to you in all its 
brightness by his rising again from the dead! Lord Jesus, as such we trust thee, as such we 
trust thee now, and we are saved!”26 
 
If we cannot feel the crescendo of Peter’s speech and the fulfillment found in Jesus and how he 
draws application and hammers home this singular idea, then we will miss his point.  This 
entire Story rests squarely on Jesus and it is this Jesus whom you crucified, POW! 
 
“This dominion of Christ as Mediator will last till the plan of the kingdom is carried out (1Co 
15:23-28). Complete subjugation will come, perhaps referring to the custom of victorious kings 
placing their feet upon the necks of their enemies (Jos 10:24). Therefore assuredly (Asphalôs 
oun). Assuredly therefore, without any slip or trip (asphalês from a privative and sphallô, to 
trip, to slip). Peter draws a powerfully pungent conclusion by the use of the adverb 
asphalôs and the inferential conjunction oun. Peter's closing sentence drives home the point 
of his sermon: "This very Jesus whom ye crucified (note humeis, strongly emphatic ye), him 
God made both Lord and Messiah" (kai kurion kai Christon), as David foretold in Ps 110:1-7 
and as the events of this day have confirmed.”27 
 
Now what?  That is next week’s study. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. This passage, like all passages, assures us that Jesus the Christ is the centerpiece of God’s 

Story.  Do you know this? 
2. This Jesus is both Lord and Christ.  Do you know this? 
3. Jesus the conquering King has defeated all of His enemies.  He has defeated all of your 

enemies.  Embrace His victory today. 
4. The intent of Peter is to show how Jesus is it.  There is nothing else beside Him or beyond 

Him.  Jesus is enough in this life and in the life to come. 
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